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The Buddhists were the most logical agnostics. You
can really stop nowhere between nihilism and absolu-
tism. The Buddhists were intellectually all^destroyers,
carrying their theory to its ultimate logical issue.
The Advaitists also worked out their theory to its
logical conclusion and reached the Absolute, one
identified unit Substance, out of which all phenomena
are being manifested. Both Buddhists and Advaitists
have a feeling of identity and non-identity at the same
time ; one of these feelings must be false and one true.
The nihilist puts the reality in non-identity, the realist
puts the reality in identity ; and this is the fight which
occupies the whole world. This is the * tug of war'.

The realist asks, <t How does the nihilist get any idea
of identity ? " How does the revolving light appear a
circle ? A point of rest alone explains motion. The
nihilist can never explain the genesis of the delusion
that there is a background ; neither can the idealist
explain how the One becomes the many. The only
explanation must come from beyond the sense plane ;

we must rise to the superconscious, to a state entirely
beyond sense perception. That metaphysical power is
the further instrument that the idealist alone can use.
He can experience the Absolute; the man Vivekananda
can resolve himself into the Absolute and then come